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Memorandum
Te: State Direcror
From: Daputy State Dirccrer, Lands and Roncewnble Resources

Subjeet: Mecting with U.S. Environmental Protection Agency on the Atlasg
Asbestos Mine

The subject meetiug was helg in San Francisco at the Region 9 Office of the
EPA .

Bob Rhciner, Kirby Kline, Dave Howell, Marta Wity of the Bakersficld office
and Buz Kennedy and Lois Payne of my staff represented the Bureau; Keith
Takata, Richard Martyn, Kathy Kenworthy represented EPA and Harlan hgnew
represented EPA's regional counsel,

The attached agenda gave both apencies ample opportunity to present thedir
carrent status on thelr respective programs and Tegal mandaces.  Thon the
group shared information on the Atlas site.

EPA explained that a federval regilster notice was requirved for a GO day cemment
period for a sire to get on the Superfund. list. 7The Atlas Mipe notice was
announced as of Soprember i, 1983; This leaves us upeil October 30 to ceomment

on this prorosal@oﬁy\/ 3, r"?%,!/or*:@ %’D 46(9:?4 GJW‘L

It was apparent that EPA was somevhat cmbarrassed that the Pureau, as the
landowner, had never boen notified of problems with the Atlas site. They
volunteered to have a second "kickoff" meeling with their contractaor (CHZ» 1411

Lo—dasvre—therour STt Tag ample opportunity to sl input to the contractor
in the carly phasc; they also want dinput as to concerned publics fhat we ool

should Be Invited ro this YRickofr'",

it was agroed by both agencivs to work closely toucther from this point Fipyward.
The FolTowing actions are dircet outcomes of iy meat g . ‘

oo LPA will seor up a meceting/sive visit bDetwoen CH2M 411 and Hollister ¢ifica
on detebor 20,

2. A site specific U (or agreement letter) will ba drafted outlIning shing
cach apency is expectlod Lo do.
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3o BLM, Bakersficld DO, will provide comments on Lhoe Foderal repister norice
currently proposing the Atlas Mive site be added Lo (e National Priority
List of Hazardous Wastle Sites (hupeirfond Liat ),

4. BLM State office will indtinte a meoling, between the Tri Apency Group (BLM,
NPS, USES) and EPA, to bring the other land managers up to speed on the
Superfund propram. ; 4 / /o 7/ =

Cres ey GM%@‘J(W \wwﬁ @@M@ SO P13 e
EPA will set up a "Kick OFf 2" wmeeting botwebn the cont!uctor, RLM, EPA,
and any concernced publics that should be invelved, this will be negotiated
between EPA and the District Office.

6. BLM, Dollister Resource Area Office, will provide a list of concerned publics
to EPA,

7. BLM, SO, will provide a phone directory with numbers of responsible person-
nel in California.

8. BLM, S50, will provide EPA with a draft copy of the Razavdous Waste Program
White Paper for their comment.

9. EPA will provide BLM with a schedule of their contractors upcoming actions
concerning the Atlas Mine.

EPA was pleased that we were willing to coordinate and ceoperate with them. We
were assured that Iand status will be checked on sites at a wuch earlicor stage
in the process to avoid future problems like this. EPA aleo assured us that
should fthe Atlas site wot be listed as a Superfund site the funds spent to date
would be absorbed by their agency. : '

A copy of the Toxics and Waste Managument Division is also cnclosed..

Jel ﬁ‘icaamn 7. JOHNSON

Enclosures {2

cc: WO 680

DM, Bakersfiold
AM, Tlellister RA
EPA Regional OFffdce
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United States Department of the Interior

BUREAY OF LAND MANAGEMENTY

CALIFORNIA STATE OFFICE
2800 Cottage Way

;}fs?g;%, Sacramento, Californla 95825

3809
(C-932)

0CT 171983

Memorandum
To: Director (690)
From: State Director

Subject: Designated Hazardous Waste Site by EPA as a Superfund Site,
Atlas Asbestos Mine

The enclosed report includes information on the Atlas Asbestos Mine, whose
tailings are on public lands. The Mine gite is in the National Superfund list
for study and cleanup by EPA. The site is in the Coalinga Area, Hollister
Resource Area, Bakersfield District Office. The National Superfund list is
prepared by BEPA to identify the sites where critical hazardous waste materials
are having or may have immediate adverse effects on human health and therefore
demand attention and cleanup.

We have contacted the EPA and will meet with them concerning this site on
October 13, 1983. The intent of our meeting will be to assure BLM's involve-
ment in site specific actions now underway, or that are proposed. We will keep
yvou informed on the results of cur meeting and what actions we will take. If
you have any questions please contact either Buz Kennedy, Chief, Branch of
Biological Resources or Lois Payne, 80 Air and Hazardous Waste Coordinator.

Enclosure
ce: WO 101
Wo 200

DSD, Mineral Resources
DM, Bakersfield
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Memorandum
/5/

To: State Director

¥ P A
From: Deputy State Nirvector, Lands & Renewable Resources bu#V}
Subject: Recent News Article on Coalinga Asbestos Mine

The subject article {attached) discusses two mines in the Coalinga Area -
the Coalinga Asbestos Mine and the Atlas Asbestos Mine. To find ocut the
status and locations of these sites, calls were made to the Enviroamental
Protection Agency and the California Department of Health Services. The
New Idria Mine is another mine of concern to the Cenmtral Valley Regional
Water Quality Control Board, yet not mentioned in the article., Each site
location was searched for lendownership, The following is an analysis

of the situation:

BACKGROUND:

Coalinga Asbestos Mine

Locat{ion: T. 198, R. 138, Scc. 27, approximately two miles north of
Los Catos.

Land Status: Private Laod.

Site Status: Listed on the National Superfund list of hazardous waste
sites,

The National Superfund list is a list ol the worst hazardous waste sites
in the Nation, all of which have been ranked as to their hazard. They
have been evaluated relative to thedir risk to the public health and the
environment. All sites on the national priorities list have been targeted
—  fereleanup—byltederalundSate—pevertment—ar—the—respersible parkbes————

in cooperation with the EPA Superfund.

New Idria Mine

Location: T. 178, R. Ll&E., Sec. 29,
Land Status: Private land.
Site Status: Mercury Mine.
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Atlas Asbestos Mine

Location: 7T. 188, R 131, Scc. 31, and See. 32,
Land Status: Public Land.

Site Status: The mill site is on private land with the tailings on
public lands. 'This operation is on the Superfund list,

Discussion:

EPA Reglon 9, requested that both the Coalinga and Atlas Mines be added

to the national priority site cleanup list lor Supcerfund. They were ranked
and recelved a score high cnough to be funded with Supevfund money. The
Reglon than asked thelr W.0. for moncy to hire a contractor to do a Remedial
Action Master Plan (RAMP). They were allocated $25,000 for this effort.
This is the first step of determining what needs to be done with the site.
The RAMP contractor is Cig M Hill and will be paid from the Superfund
account. We assume that EPA will at sometime send BLM a bill for every
action they take that uses Superfund moncy.,

The next step after the RAMP study is the Remedial Investigation and
Feasibility Study (RI/7S). The Regional Office has recelved approval for
approximately $350,000 to accomplish this task by the end of Y 84. This
study includes a remedial investigation, sampling of soils, surface waters,
pround waters, qualtity assurance contractors and an evaluation of the data
that defines options available for the site cleanup.  This evaluation
includes a cost effectiveness evoaluation and selects a preferred cleanup
met hod.

Proposed Action Needed for Aclas Site:

/1. Hellister AO, BLM inventory mill site to determine 1if tailing piles

* - - ﬂ
are on public lands, PR S S SN I PP SP Lol g v e "‘J"“‘ZJ e
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44'2. BLM SO/D0 meet wich EPA and California Department of Health Services
at the site to be briefed on current status,
3, 080 Divigion of Resources identd fyadditiond) fundlng needed through

the PAWP for this site and its upceming cleanup.

Proposed Future Actions: ,([;;',(//ja,a.ﬂ: 5/ ,97,4 R ol 1 ood, o soe ety are 9

1 Provide Pn]\]'l'r: R AFAT-RTR T L3 Ml actione on—the Atlas Mine r\]mfn'\n:\

(positive).
2. Shift contracting for cleanup from EPA to BLM,

3. Continue to monitor site cleanup.

cr o
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cc: DM, Bakersfield i
AM, Hollister RA
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